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SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - SYRIA 


LEAD  STORIES:  Most  Wednesday  morning  papers  gave  top 
play  to  Prime  Minister  Fukuda 1 s meeting  on  Tuesday  with 
representatives  of  people  who  contracted  hepatitis  C 
through  tainted  blood  products  and  are  now  suing  the 
government  and  drug  makers . 

"Syria  Showing  Signs  of  Ending  Isolation"  The  liberal 
Tokyo  Shimbun's  correspondent  report  from  Damascus 
stated  (12/26):  "Syria,  which  has  been  isolated  from 
the  international  community,  is  showing  signs  of 
change.  There  are  signs  that  Syria's  relations  with 
Arab  nations  are  improving.  U.S.  criticism  of  the 
nation  has  decreased  following  Syria's  participation  in 
the  Middle  East  peace  conference  in  Annapolis  last 
month....  Syria,  which  has  been  designated  by 
Washington  as  a state  sponsor  of  terrorism,  has  been 
sounding  out  the  U.S.  about  improving  the  two 
countries'  bilateral  relations,  and  its  participation 
in  the  Annapolis  conference  appears  to  be  part  of  its 
efforts  to  demonstrate  a cooperative  stance.  The  U.S. 
seems  to  be  offering  carrots  to  Damascus  in  return.... 
Nearing  the  end  of  its  term,  the  Bush  administration 
abruptly  put  forward  its  commitment  to  the  Middle  East 
peace  process.  Syria's  involvement  is  critical.  The 
U.S.  likely  has  Iran,  which  it  deems  the  more  serious 
threat,  in  mind  in  dealing  with  Syria." 
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